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OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 

ISIS. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

This,  my  Fifth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  for  the  year  1915,  is 
considerably  curtailed  and  modified  according  to  instructions 
received  from  the  Local  Government  Board.  Only  matters 
coming  directly  under  the  work  actually  done  during  the  year 
will  be  dealt  with. 


Death  Rate. 

There  were  214  deaths  registered  in  the  district,  one 
less  than  in  1914,  giving  a death  rate  of  12-1.  In  addition 
there  were  28  deaths  amongst  persons  belonging  to  this  district, 
but  residing  in  other  districts,  this  brings  the  total  up  to  242 
and  increases  the  death  rate  to  13*7. 
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The  correction  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  a correction 
which  is  necessary  before  a true  comparison  can  be  made  with 
other  districts,  further  increases  the  death  rate  to  13  9. 

This  year  shows  16  deaths  as  a result  of  Measles.  In 
1914  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause.  There  is  a great 
increase  in  deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases,  altogether  these 
show  an  excess  of  16  over  last  year.  Deaths  from  Cancer  show 
a decrease  of  6.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Acute  Lobar  Pneu- 
monia was  11.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Broncho-Pneu- 
monia was  17. 

The  estimated  civil  population  for  1915  is  17,564.  The 
rates  on  this  basis  of  calculation  are  for  all  practical  purposes 
identical  with  the  rates  already  given. 


Births. 

The  number  of  Births  occuring  in  the  district  was  542, 
and  in  addition  there  were  two  births  occuring  outside  the  dis- 
trict and  belonging  to  this  district  bringing  the  number  up  to 
544.  This  gives  a birth  rate  of  30*9. 

It  is  the  lowest  birth  rate  we  have  had  for  a number  of 
years,  and  ought  to  be  a further  incentive,  if  that  is  necessary, 
to  this  authority  to  do  all  in  its  power  to  support  any  move- 
ment which  has  as  its  object  the  conserving  of  infantile  life. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

It  is  slowly  being  realised  by  the  nation  at  large  that  the 
question  of  reducing  the  Infantile  Mortality  to  the  lowest  pos- 
sible limit  is  one  of  the  most  important  problems  of  the  day, 
and  along-side  that  and  taking  an  even  more  important  place 
is  the  question  of  finding  means  to  combat  the  agencies  which 
are  deleteiious  to  the  health  of  the  child  both  before  and  after 
birth.  As  far  as  the  good  of  the  State  is  concerned,  ill  health 
is  often  worse  than  death. 

The  compulsory  Notification  of  Births  Act  which  became 
operative  in  October  of  last  year  must  be  recognised  as  merely 
a means  to  this  end. 
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It  gives  the  information  necessary  for  the  application 
of  a scheme  which  has  for  its  object  the  welfare  of  the  mother 
and  of  the  child.  Many  Local  Authorities  pioneers  in  this  work 
have  already  made  great  advances  and  the  information  they 
have  gained  will  assuredly  be  utilised  for  the  preparation  of  a 
scheme  for  the  nation  as  a whole.  If  we  take  our  own  infan- 
tile death  rate  which  is  fairly  low  oompared  to  some  Districts, 
we  will  find  that  a little  over  1 child  out  of  every  10  born,  dies 
before  the  age  of  12  months.  Further  we  must  recognise  that 
amongst  those  9 others  there  may  be  cases  of  ill  health  which 
owe  their  origin  to  improper  feeding  through  want  of  knowledge, 
leaving  tendencies  to  disease  which  may  be  transmitted  to  the 
next  generation.  I hope  that  when  the  suggested  scheme  for 
the  County  comes  before  this  Authority,  they  will  give  it  their 
enthusiastic  support;  even  if  it  be  compulsory  that  they  will  not 
merely  accept  it,  but  will  take  an  interest  in  the  scheme  and 
lend  it  all  the  assistance  in  their  power.  It  will  mark  our  em- 
ergence from  the  dark  ages  to  a very  hopeful  future,  as  far  as 
infantile  life  is  concerned. 

The  deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  were  56,  two  less 
than  last  year.  It  is  eqnal  to  death  rate  per  thousand  births 
of  103.  The  deaths  from  Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus,  and 
premature  births,  exceeded  those  of  last  year  by  four. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  notifications  received  was  one  hundred  and 
forty-three.  These  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  ..  ...  44 

Erysipelas  ...  9 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  53 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  29 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  7 


Diphtheria. 

There  were  forty-four  cases  of  this  disease  reported, 
twenty-two  less  than  last  year:  — 

Six  of  these  occured  in  the  Watling  Street  District. 

Four  in  Norton  Canes, 

Thirteen  in  Brownhills  proper. 

Twenty  in  Walsall  Wood. 

One  in  Shelfield. 
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Four  of  the  cases  were  Nasal  Diphtheria. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-nine  swabs  were  taken  from  suspic- 
ious cases,  thirty-four  of  them  gave  a positive  result,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  were  negative. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty-three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified.  There 
distribution  in  the  district  was  as  follows  : — 

Six  cases  from  Watling  Street  District. 

Twenty -nine  from  Norton  Canes. 

Thirteen  from  Brownhills. 

Five  from  Walsall  Wood. 

In  the  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  disinfection  of  the 
infected  rooms  was  carried  out,  and  infected  material  was  taken 
and  treated  in  the  Council’s  Disinfector. 

Tuberculosis. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Twenty- 
nine  of  them  being  Pulmonary  and  seven  other  Tubercular  forms. 
Eleven  of  the  pulmonary  cases  occured  in  the  Central  Ward: — 
Eighteen  in  the  Walsall  Wood  Ward. 

Of  the  twenty-nine  cases  notified,  six  have  since  died. 

Of  the  Tubercular  cases  other  than  Pulmonary. 

Three  were  Glandular  Tuberculosis. 

Two  were  Tuberculosis  of  Joints. 

One  was  Tubercular  Peritonitis. 

One  was  Tubercular  Meningitis. 

The  cases  in  the  Central  Ward  were  visited  and  attended  by  the 
District  Nurse.  The  following  is  a summary  of  her  report : — 

On  receiving  a notice  of  a case,  the  patient  is  visited  and 
instructed  in  the  use  of  the  thermometer.  The  use  and  the  method 
of  cleansing  the  sputum  flask.  The  danger  of  spreading  the  dis- 
ease to  other  members  of  the  household  is  impressed  on  the 
patient.  The  advantage  of  a good  supply  of  pure  fresh  air  is 
pointed  out.  The  amount  of  sleeping  accomodation  in  the  house 
is  enquired  into.  The  diet  is  supervised  Patients  are  then  re- 
visited from  time  to  time  to  see  that  the  instructions  are  carried 
out.  Whenever  possible  they  are  induced  to  have  a separate 
bedroom  and  in  all  cases  a separate  bed.  In  serious  cases  where 
patients  are  kept  in  bed,  nursing  visits  are  paid  once  or  twice 
daily. 
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Number  of  Cases  on  list  during  jear  ...  22 

Number  of  Visits  paid  during  year  ...  413 


Analysis  of  Cases. 

Nursing  Cases  ...  ...  ..  6 

Temperature,  Observations,  etc.  ...  7 

Occasional  Nursing  ...  9 

Analysis  of  Visits. 

Nursing  ...  ...  75 

Temperature,  Observations,  etc.  ...  270 

Occasional  Visits  ...  ...  ...  68 

Number  of  Deaths  . ...  5 

,,  Cases  left  district  ..  3 

„ ,,  still  on  books  ...  14 


Schools. 


The  following  Schools  were  closed  for  Measles  during 
the  year : — 

28  April  to  31  May 


Walsall  Wood  C.E.  Infants 
Shelfield  Infants  ...  28 

Walsall  Wood  Council  School  Infants  29  , 

ditto  Mixed  11  May 

jShelfield  Council  Schools  Mixed  11  ,, 

Walsall  Wood  Church  Schools  11  ,, 

Koman  Catholic  Schools,  Walsall  Wood  11  ,, 

Clay  hanger  Infant  Schools  ...  17  ,, 

Ogley  Hay  „ ,,  ...  31  , 

5j  >)  7 ,, 

Central  Schools  ..  8 ,, 

Ogley  Ilay  Schools,  Infants  ...  15  Dec.  to  Xmas  Hl’dy 

t Indicates  Measles  and  Diphtheria. 


31  „ 

31  „ 

31  „ 

31  „ 

31  „ 
31  „ 

7 J une 
7 „ 
25  „ 

18  „ 


Factories  and  Workshops 

The  important  works  are — 

A Chemical  Works. 

An  Iron  Foundry. 

A Brick  Yard. 
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In  addition  to  these  works,  the  following  is  a list  of 
Workshops : — 

Bootmakers  ..  ...  5 

Blacksmiths  and  Wheel wrights  5 
Boatmaker  ...  . . ..  1 

Builder  1 

Bakehouses  . ...  11 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  11 

Sand  and  Gravel  Pits  2 

Tailors  . . ..  ..  2 

Beer  Bottler  ..  ...  ..  1 


The  Sanitary  Inspector  assures  me  these  are  in  good 
sanitary  condition. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  G.  BRADFORD. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR,  OF  NUISANCES, 

For  the  Year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  1915. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  oj  the 

Brownhills  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Council  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 3 1st,  1915. 

320  Notices  describing  the  Sanitary  defects  discovered, 
with  a specification  of  the  work  necessary  to  remedy  the  same 
have  been  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  of  various  des- 
criptions, within  your  district. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  nuisances 
discovered,  and  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
Housing  Town  Planning  &c.  Act  1909,  and  the  Council’s 


Bye-Laws  : — 

Houses  found  in  a foul  condition  ...  8 

Structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  315 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  or  inefficient  drains  ...  17 

Choked  drains  and  other  faults  ...  ...  38 

Defective  water  supply  ...  6 

Defective  privies  and  ashpits  ...  ...  82 

Defective  water  c'osets  ...  ...  5 

Defective  spouting  and  downpipes  ...  49 

Other  nuisances  ...  ...  130 

Ashpits  and  privies  cleansed  ...  ...  3500 

Number  of  loads  of  night-soil  removed  8327 
Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  ...  7 

Samples  of  water  condemned  unfit  for 

drinking  ..  ...  ...  5 
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Unwholesome  Food. 

16  Boxes  of  Foreign  Tomatoes 
83-lbs.  of  Cows’  Brains 
24  F oreign  Rabbits,  and 
30-lbs.  of  Liver, 

which  were  in  n condition  unfit  for  human  food,  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed. 


Infectious  Disease. 

Lots  of  infected  bedding  and  articles  disinfected  94 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  ...  94 

Schools  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drainage. 

All  new  buildings  during  the  year  have  been  properly 
connected  to  the  district  sowers  where  available,  and  defective 
drains  have  been  reconstructed  at  several  of  the  older  class 
properties. 

Sinks. 

A good  number  of  insanitary  brick  sinks  have  been  abol- 
ished during  the  year  and  earthenware  sinks  substituted. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Removal. 

This  work  has  been  somewhat  interfered  wTith,  owing  to 
shortage  of  labour,  although  about  3.500  privies  and  ashpits 
have  been  cleansed,  and  8,327  loads  of  ni-ht  soil  have  been  re- 
moved, making  an  average  of  160  loads  a week,  against  9,345 
loads  and  197*7  average  last  year.  93  ashpits  have  been  abol- 
ished and  galvanised  iron  bins  substituted. 

Water  Closits. 

95  privies  have  been  converted  into  water  closets. 

Housing  Town  Planning  etc.  Act  1909. 

Inspections  under  the  Act  have  been  confined  to  those 
premises  requiring  immediate  attention,  and  the  following  is  a 
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statement  of  the  work  done  in  connection  therewith. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  57 

,,  found  defective  43 

„ notices  served  43 

,,  ,,  complied  with  25 


„ ,,  not  complied  with  18 

In  addition  property  owners  have  been  speedily  carrying 
out  improvements  and  repairs  to  their  premises  in  various  por- 
tions of  your  District,  including  reconstruction  of  drains,  earth- 
enware sinks  in  lieu  of  brick  sinks,  and  general  repairs. 

Canal  Boat  Inspection. 

Forty-two  cabin  boats  were  inspected.  These  were  found 
to  be  duly  registered  to  carry  102  persons,  the  number  actually 
occupying  being  70. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  or  infectious  disease  was  dis- 
covered, and  the  cabins  of  the  whole  of  the  boats  were  found  in 
a clean  and  tidy  condition. 


I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yonr  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  A.  BRADBURY. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  Water)  6304 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  at  Census  of  1911  ...  ...  16856 

Total  Families  ...  ...  ...  3371 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1915,  and  Previous  Years. 

Name  of  District— BROWNHILLS  URBAN 


TABLE  2. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1915. 

Name  of  District— BKOWNHILLS  URBAN 


Number 

of  Cases  Notified. 

Notifiable  Disease 

At  all 
ages 

At  Ages  Years. 

Under 

1 

1 and  ( 
under 

5 

years. 

5 and 
under 
15 

years. 

15  and  25  and 
under,  under 
25  45 

years.'  years. 

145  and 
under 
65 

years. 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Smallpox  

Cholera  

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  croup) 

44 

10 

28 

4 

2 

Erysipelas  

9 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

53 

15 

36 

1 

1 

Typhus  Fever  

Enteric  Fever 

Relapsing  Fever  

Continued  Fever  

... 

Puerperal  Fever  

Cerebro  spinal  Meningitis... 

... 

Poliomyelitis  

... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

29 

6 

8 

10 

5 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

7 

2 

3 

2 

Totals  

142 

27 

73 

15 

13 

14 

Small-pox  Hospital  only. 


TABLE  3. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1915. 

Name  of  District-BRO WNHILLS  URBAN. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  th  e District. 

jj  = B 3 
•s  o-S’C 

- 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

2 

Under 
1 Year 

3 

1 and 
under 
2 

4 

2 and  , 
under 
5 

5 

5 and 
under 
15 

6 

15  and 
under 
25 

7 

25  and 
ander 
45 

8 

45  and 
under 
65 

9 

65  and 
up 

wards 

10 

" » £3  D 

w — j3 

eS  £ <0  - 

■g.-s  g-s 

BcH  « 0 
h'o«’C 

All  Causes  |Certilied 

232 

232 

) Uncertified 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever  

Small  Pox 

Measles  ... 

16 

2 

10 

3 

i 

16 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

1 

2 

i 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 

3 

1 

1 

' i 

3 

Influenza 

2 

l 

i 

2 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tu- 

berculo  is) 

11 

2 

7 

2 

11 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Oth’r  Tubercul’s  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

Cancer,  MalignantDisease 

14 

1 

4 

5 

i 

14 

Rheumatic  Fever 

3 

1 

"i 

1 

... 

3 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease... 

18 

2 

3 

"4 

9 

18 

Bronchitis 

29 

9 

2 

2 

1 ^ 

13 

29 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 
Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

28 

4 

2 

5 

4 

"i 

4 

4 

3 

28 

piratory  Organs 

4 

1 

2 

l 

4 

Diarrhoea  and  Ent  eritis . . . 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

Appendicitis  & Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

4 

l 

2 

1 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents&diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & Parturi- 

::: 

1 

tion 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation  including 

1 

... 

i 

Premature  Hirih 
ViolentDeaths  excluding 

31 

31 

... 

31 

Suicide 

15 

1 

2 

3 

3 

i ! 

i 

3 

1 

15 

Suicides 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or 

46 

4 

”l 

2 

"5 

34 

46 

unknown 

3 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Totals  

242 

56 

•23  j 

17 

14 

7 

28 

30 

67 

242 

Sub  Entries — Pneumonia 
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Table  4. 

Name  of  District—  BROWNHILLS  URBAN. 

INFANTILE  NORTALITY  DURING  YEAR  1915. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages 
under  One  Year  of  Age. 


jg  ! 

1 

CO  S-. 

0) 

0) 

CO 

CO 

X 

V 

X 

X 

X 

-o  «e 
^ © 

Cause  of  Death. 

£ 

© 

© 

£ 

< v : 

® 1 
£ 

"© 

© 

£ 

11 

c 

a 

B 

kH 

o 

§ 

+2 

a 

o 

S 

<v 

cc 

cc 

o — 

cc 

to 

Oi 

(N 

ll 

o c 

5 

C^5 

CC 

CO 

iC 

OS 

All  Causes.  Certified 

Smallpox 

[Chicken-pox 

J Measles 
' Scarlet  Fever 

1 1 

1 

2 

! Whooping  Cough  ... 
^Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas  ... 

f Tuberculous  Neningitis 
-J  Abdominal  Tuberculous 

1 

1 

[Other  Tuberculous  Diseases... 
Meningitis  [not  Tuberculous)... 
Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchitis 

5 

2 

2 

9 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

2 

1 

5 

/Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

(Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

1 

1 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

/ Congenital  Malformations  .. 

i 

3 

1 

l 

1 

2 

I Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy  Debility,  and 

6 

1 

1 

10 

9 

1 

11 

18 

( Maiasrnus 

3 

2 

3 

6 

2 

Other  Causes 

i 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Totals 

10 

6 

4 

1 

21 

12 

10 

6 

7 

56 

Nett  Births  in  the  Year  ...  544. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  Year  ...  56. 


TABLE  5. 

SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s 
Department  during  the  year  1915,  in  the  Urban  District  of  Brownhills. 


Numbcj 

Nuisances  Abated 

r of. 

Abatement  Notices, 

after  N otice  by 

Inspections 

Author- 

ahtl 

Defects 

Informal 

Formal 

Inspec- 

Observations 

lound. 

by 

by 

tor. 

ity. 

made, 

Inspector. 

Authority. 

Dwelling- 

'Foul  Conditions 

8 

8 

8 

houses 

Structural  Defects 

l 550 

315 

86 

62 

and 

Overcrowding 

4 

4 

4 

Schools 

_ Unfit,  for  Habitation 
Lodging-houses 

J 

Dairies  and  Milksbops  .. 
Cowsheds  (§) 

| 45 

Inspect 

ed  perio 

dically 

Bakehouses 

j 110 

4 

4 

4 

Slaughter-houses 

250 

• • • 

Canal  Boats 

42 

Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

1500 

82 

82 

56 

Manure 

Water  Closets 

10 

5 

5 

5 

1 

[ Defective  Traps 

16 

10 

6 

10 

6 

House  A 

No  Disconnection 

[ 12 

1 

4 

1 

Drainage  ^ 

[other  Faults 

J 

38 

18 

2 

10 

2 

Water  Supply 

Pigsties 

Animals  improperly  kept 
Offensive  Trades 

Smoke  Nuisances 

30 

6 

1 

5 

1 

5 

53 

Other  Nuisances 

179 

ii 

77 

ii 

Totals 

2649 

658 

50 

270 

42 

196 

Unwholesome 

food. 


Food  aud  Drugs 
Act. 


1 Number  of  Seizures  Voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed:  — 

16  boxes  Foreign  Tomatoes,  83-lbs  Cow’s  Brains,  24  Foreign 
i Rabbits.  30-lbs  Liver  (unfit  for  food) 

J Condemned  by  Magistrate 
! Prosecutions  for  exposing  for  sale 
J Convictions  ditto  ditto 
Samples  taken  for  Analysis 
r Number  found  adulterated,  &c. 

J Proceedings  taken  ... 

| Number  of  Convictions 
V Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease 

I ots  of  Infected  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed  ... 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


94 

94 

i 


Signed,  D.  A.  BRADBURY, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


